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Prime Minister in the place of Mustapha Pasha
Fehmi.   I naturally deprecated any change.

A little later, Moukhtar Pasha pressed the
Khedive to change his Ministers.   He advised
Mustapha Pasha Fehmi to resign, and he spoke
openly of the desirability of his dismissal.   Action
of this sort on the part of the Turkish Commis-
sioner was contrary to the spirit of the Firmans.
I supported the Khedive in his resistance to
Turkish encroachments on his prerogatives.   The
result was that he telegraphed to the Sultan
complaining of Moukhtar Pasha's conduct, and
that, in the presence both of his Ministers and of
Moukhtar Pasha, who were specially summoned
for the occasion, he expressed his full confidence
in  his  Ministry.   These   events   caused  much
annoyance at Constantinople.   The Sultan re-
venged himself on England by conferring some
trumpery grades and decorations on a number
of Anglophobe newspaper editors and others.
In the meanwhile, in so far as the supremacy of
British influence was concerned, a good start had
been made.   The Khedive stood, for the time
being,  in  need  of the  assistance of England
in  order  to   help   him to withstand Turkish
pressure.

After the ferment created by the Firman
incident had subsided, there was a political
pause. /For a white no events of any serious